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IN PROFILE

ALAN GREENBERG/MAGICIAN
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Santa helps suspend

sick kids’ disbelief.
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Thomas
Schnurmacher

I the sick children at St. Jus-
tine’s H look out their win-
dows on Monday night at about
6:15 p.m., they are going to see
the world's most famous celebri-
ty, Santa Claus, suspended
above the grounds of Collége
Brebeuf across the street.

Santa’s spectacular arrival,
complete with sled and three
reindeer, is being cour-
tesy of Mystic Warrior Produc-
tions aka Montrealer Alan
Greenberg, the 24-year-old who

id tribute to Harry Houdini on

alloween by re-enacting the—|
legendary magician’s strait-jack-
et escape while being suspended
by his ankles from a crane.

Not only did Greenberg man-
age to re-enact the daredevil
stunt, he even managed to trim
five seconds off Houdini's record
of two minutes, thirty seconds.

But back to Santa. As the kids
“ooh” and “aah”, Greenberg will
beam the image of Santa into a
large empty cage to be con-
structed on the Collége Brebeuf
grounds, courtesy of Bench and
Table.

The cage will be carefully gift-
wrapped in glowing es of
red, and

green. There will be
a sudden flash of fire, a puff of
smoke and voilda — the panels
will crash to the floor to reveal
something absolutely astonish-

ing.
-Although I certainly wouldn't

want to give away the secret and
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age: cassette players and chil-
dren’s videos donated by West-
'l"ownt \Fide(o:,oz P fmmﬁ Ztoh;
and Country Pettin,

and presents from the

and staff of Hampstead School,
the Céte St. Luc branch of Jewish
People’s School and the Solomon
Schecter School

Greenberg, who put together a
Children Helping Children pro-
f:;n when he received no heh;

corporate sponsors, says,
was absolutely stunned at what
happened when I went to those
schools to ask the students to
help out by donating a few toys.

“The response was over-
whelming. I was expecting to re-
ceive only a few toys, but within
a 24-hour period, I was virtually
inundated with hundreds of toys
that are filling up an entire ga-
rage.”

A tip of the hat to Shulman
Transport for providing trans-
mtm and equipment and cer-

a hearty congratulations to
Greenberg himself.
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